January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
Covid-19 Testing Information
I would like to thank you all for your support since the start of the academic year.
Since September, there have been a number of significant changes to national and local guidance
surrounding Covid-19. The government has asked all colleges to set up a facility to test staff and learners
who are asymptomatic. This is to help break the chains of transmission within communities. We have now
received our allocation of tests and PPE.
If your young person is displaying any Covid-19 symptoms, you should book a test at your nearest test
centre and keep them at home to isolate.
The tests provided to college are the new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow’ tests. These tests
produce results within 30 minutes of being completed. They are also highly accurate - studies conducted
by Oxford University and Public Health England show them to have 99.68% accuracy.
The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy, using a swab of the nose and throat. For our learners, trained
staff will oversee the swab process – but learners will be required to administer their own tests. Due to the
invasive nature of the tests we do not wish to cause our learners undue distress. Therefore, if your young
person does not have capacity to self-administer we will be unable to complete the test for them.
We are planning to start the testing scheme week beginning Monday 11th January 2021 for LINK19 College
learners. The tests are not compulsory. If you wish for your young person to be included in the testing
process, please complete the consent form. Please remember that your young person must be able to selfadminister the test. Specific protocols and instructions on how the tests will be carried out are also
enclosed. We will be providing further information later this week.
Once again, we thank you for your continued support.
Yours faithfully

Miss D Moore
Head of LINK19 College

